Analysis of HLA-DM polymorphisms in sarcoidosis.
Sarcoidosis is a multisystemic granulomatous disorder showing significant increases in the HLA-DRB1*11, *12, *14 and *08 alleles in the Japanese population. To evaluate the role of polymorphism in the DMA and DMB genes in predisposition to sarcoidosis, seventy Japanese patients with sarcoidosis and 95 unrelated healthy controls were analyzed in the third exon polymorphisms within the DMA and DMB genes by the PCR-RFLP method. There were no differences in the distribution of DMA alleles between the patient and control groups. The frequency of DMB*0102 was higher (p < 0.05) and that of DMB*0101 was lower (p < 0.05) in the patients than in the healthy controls. However, this association and negative association could be explained by linkage disequilibrium with the disease-associated DRB1 alleles. The DMA and DMB genes do not primarily confer the susceptibility to sarcoidosis.